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81 R, | 
Received your Letter in due time; wherein 
you deſire to know of me, what were the 
moſt Remarkable Alterations in Church 
and State, made by the Revolution in Scot- 
aud; and telling that many of the Engliſh, par- 

ticularly of the Clergy, do not think the Scots 
fond enough of the Revolution, nor grateful e- 
nough for their delivery from Popery by it, and 
the Preſervation of their Liberties, the Confirma- 
tion of their Property, in ſhort, for keeping our 
Conſtitution from being pull'd to piece. 
In Obedience to your Commands, I ſhall give 
you ſuch an account as I am able, of the great 
and material Changes, without deſcending to the 
more Minute, or Circumſtantial Alterations pro- 
duc'd by the Revolution in Scotland, and I ſhall 
make no Remarks _ them. 7 


b 5 

In Order to this, it will be neceſſary to give 
you in the firſt place, a ſhort Sketch of what was 
our Conſtitution before the Revolution, that you 
may the more Clearly perceive what, and how 
Material the Alterations ſince are. ©. 

I ſhall begin with the Mo NARcHVY, which till 
the Revolution, was undoubtedly HzxEDiTarY; 
Tis true, there have been frequent diſputes a- 
bout the Succeſian, which in thoſe days never 
were founded upon popular power of Creating Kings, 
or for Election, but only who was the Perſon 


neareſt of lin to the "Crown, that he might ſuc= 


ceed; for all ſeem'd to agree that the Crown 
ſhould come to whoever had the neareſt Hered:- 
tary Title to it, ſo the only diſpute was, who 
was this neareſt Heir. It is alſo true that there 
were ſeveral Rebellions in Scotland, ſome of lon- 
ger, ſome of ſhorter Continuance; ſome more, 
ſome leſs ſucceſsful, but then at length the He- 
reditary Succeſſion did take Place, and Right as it 
was then underſtood, got the better of wrong, 
and came to run in its old Channel; nor were 
we ever bleſs'd with Solid Peace but when 60 
wern'd by our Hereditary King, And our He- 
reditary Monarchy has been Convey'd down by a 
Numerous Succeſſion of Kings, ſuch as no Na- 
tion that I know, can ſhew the Like; for I have 
ſeen a Coin ſtruck in the Reign of King James 
the VI with this Inſcription Poſt 5 & 100 Proaves * 
Invitts Manent hæc: and there is an Inſcription - 
over one of the Gates of Stirling Caſtle in King 
James the Vths time, to the ſame Effect. 
The Parliament of Scotland conſiſted of the 
Three Eftates,the firſt of which was the Biſhops. The 
Second the Greater and Leſſer Barons. The Third, 
the Burghs who all ſatt together in One Large 
Room, aud the Xing or his Commiſſioner at mou ; 
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Head, on a High Throne under a Noble Ca- 
nopy. Nor cou'd the Parliament meet with- 
out the Kings Summons, nor Sit, nor Ad but 
when the King or his Commiſſioner were ſitting - 
upon the Throne, without being guilty of High 
Treaſon. — ST - 


And ſuch Reſpe& was pay'd Xo the King, that 


to draw a Sword or put on a Hat in the Parlia- 


ment Houſe, while either he or his Repreſentative 
were preſent upon the Throne, was High Treaſon. 

The Chancellor of Scotland was by vertue of his 
Office Preſident of the Parliament, and in defect of 
ſuch the King by his Letter Appointed whom he 
pleas'd to be their Preſident, nor cou'd they Ad- 
journ themſelves ſo much as from day to day with- 
out the Expreſs Order of the Throne, by the Mouth 


of the Chancellor os Preſident. | 


There were VIII Officers of State who as ſuch 
fat upon one of the ſteps of the Throne or near 


it, and had Votes in Parliament. And in Defe@ of a- 


ny one of theſe upon Death, or a Vacancy, the King 
by a Letter did appoint any one he pleas'd, to Sie 
and Vote in the Place of the Officer of State ſo 
deficient. | | 

When the Parliament met, one of the firſt 
things they were Ordered to do, was to Chuſe the 
Lords of the Articles, and all Bills were firſt brought 
before them, and if they, or a Majority of them, 
did approve of them, then they were brought 
into the Houſe, otherwile not. f 

The Crown had ever the Negative, ſo that 
when a Bill had paſs'd the Parliament, if it was 


not rouch'd by the King or his Commiſſioner with the 


Royal Scepter, it had an End. And many more Prero- 
gatives the Crown-had, too tedious here to mention. 
The Biſhops who were the firſ# EState, ſat in 
right of their Sees, by which likewiſe their Fre- 
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 cedency was determin'd and they all Voted be- 


fore the Lay Nobility. ; = 
The Second Eſtate Conſiſted of two ſorts 
of Men, firſt the Lay Nobility or Greater Ba- 
rons Who, fat by Patent, their Honours and 
Privileges were Heritable, and deſcended to 


the neareſt in Blood (ſome few Noblemen how- 


ever we have had who were only ſuch for Life) 
The ſecond branch of the ſecond Eſtate were the 
Leſſer Barons, or Commiſſioners for Shires : They 
were Gentlemen, who by holding a certain va- 
lue of Lands of the Crown, were thereby capa- 
ble of Electing, or being Elected; and they were 
Choſen in their Reſpective Counties, or Shires, 
and ſo ſat in Right of Election; and every Shire 
was confin'd to a certain number of them, which 
they cou'd not exceed. 2 

The Third ESfate was that of Burghs ; which 
alſo ſat in Right of Election, and were like- 
wiſe confin'd to a certain number. Andy were al- 
ways Choſen, each of them by the Bench, and not 


by the Pole; that is, they were Elected by the. Ha- 


giſtrates and the Town Council of every Royal or Kings 
Burgh; for only ſuch had the Privilege of ſending. 
Commiſſioners or Repreſentatives to Parliament. 
Nor was the Crowz confin'd to any certain 
number of Mobility, or Burghs-Royal, but cou'd 
Create as many Noblemen and Erett as many Towns 
into Royal Burgbs, as it Pleas'd. — 
We had another thing in our Co Ns TITUTION 
like a Parliament, which we called a Convention of 
Eſtates, and which the King might call when he 
pleas'd : And tho' it Conſiſted of the ſame ſort 
of People, in the ſame way admitted to be Mem- 


bers of it, as of a Parliament, yet in this it 


differ'd from a Parliament, that 20 Laws were 
made in a Convention, but ſuch as impos'd Taxes, 
| on: ſo 


(7) 
ſo that it wasa Legal way of Taxing the ſubjects, 
without medling with any other Buſineſs. In a 
Convention of Eſtates, there cou'd be no tacking or 
bartering with the Crown for Money given. | 
Thus the REVOLUTION found us; the Crown in 
full Poſſeſſion of its Ancient Hereditary Rights and 
Powers, and able to exert it ſelf; the Church as 
fully ſettled as Laws and Ads of Parliament 
could poſſibly do it, and fil'd with a great many 
Orthodox, Loyal, and Learned Clergy>men ; the 
Subjefts ſworn by Alegiance to their Hereditary 
Monarchy, in the Perſon of King James the Se- 
venth, then King de Jure and de Facto, being 
without Competitor, in full and quiet Poſſeſſion; 
and the Ancient Co Ns rIrurioN, by which they 
enjoy'd as much Liberty as they were the bet- 
ter for, and had their Property ſecured by Ex- 
cellent Laws; particularly, The Biſhops had a full 
Right to their Revenues for Life; their Courts 
of Juſtice were filled with Judges Learned in the 
Lam, and very Ju in their Deciſions: There 
was profound Peace all over the Kingdom; and 
the far greater, and much every way the bet- 
ter Part of the Nation, were very well content- 
ed with their Circumſtances, and not at all deſirous 
of Changes. | „ 
The Heat of ſome New Converts in King 
James's time, puſh'd that Prince on to ſome 
Meaſures, which his other Loyal Subjects, and 
even the Old Papiſts, were ſorry for; but yet 
were Paſſive, and would not Rebell. And when an 
Attempt was made in Parliament to repeal the Pe- 
nal Statutes, it was defeated, but ſtill with Great 
Dutifulneſs to the King, and Good Manners to his 
_ Repreſentative, tho? the Generality of the Papiſts 
and Presbyterians in Scotland apply'd their Joint In- 
tereſt to promote the Repeal. This by the way 
A 4 ſhews 


ſhews how firm and ſtrong the 
all that were of different Communions, and 45ſ- 
ſented from her. 8 


After the P. of O. landed in England, and | 


had gat to London, ſome few Scateh Lords, who 


happen'd to be there at that time, did ad- 


dreſs him in the Name and Behalf of the Peo- 
* of Scotland, tho I cou'd never learn they 
had any Authority or Commiſſion from Scotland for 
ſo doing; for the Miniſtry and Government 
there ſtood then juſt as it had done. 

Then the P. of O. iſſued out Writs in his own 
Name, tho” then a Foreigner, calling a Convention 
of Eſtates in Scotland, which our Lam gave him no 
Authority to do. And the Convention ſo by him 
called, did meet on the Day by him appoint» 
ed, tho' indeed many whom he called to it, 


were afraid to come at his Summous, being a 
Stranger, and having, as they conceived, no 
Authority from the King, nor by the Laws, for 


ſo doing; leſt, if his Affair had miſcarry'd, it 
might have been conſtru'd High Treaſon in 
them to have net without the King's Writ, or 
at leaſt to act, when met, without his Aut ho- 


rity : And for the ſame Reaſon, many who did 
come, and met jn the Parliamenj-houle at Edin- 


burgh, on the Day he appointed, did very ſoon 
go away again, when they found it was not to 
at by the King's Authority, but by that of a 


Stranger; and ſome entered their Proteftations 


againſt the Meeting, as being an Unlawful As- 
ſembly. All theſe things gave the Presbyterians 
an Opportunity of managing their own Deſigns 
with much the leſs Oppoſition : For ſuch a Num- 
ber of People, from their Scruples either not 
coming, or leaving the Convention, ſoon gave the 
1 | JJ 
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P reilyteri ant the Majority into their own Hands 
Which they being once poſſeſs d of, contra 
to even their own ExpeQation, were not ſuch 
Fools as to part. with it, tho' ſome who 
had left them, had got over their Scruples, and 
were willing to return; but then no Right nor 
Reaſon cou'd induce them to admit any amongſt 
them, who were not altogether ſuch as them- 
ſelves. And the Truth is, the People who ſtay'd 
in the Convention, and woted there, were ſo few, 
that they look'd more like a ſmall Committee 
than the Repreſentatives of the Nation, and ſeve- 
ral of them were perſons under the Sentence of 
Forfeiture and Baniſhment for High Treaſon ; and 
yet there they ſat and voted in the moſt con- 
| ſaerable Points before them, before they were 
reſtor 4 to their Blood, or indemniſy d, or had 
Remiſſiens from any Mortal; and it was after the 
Convention was turn'd to a Parliament, that their 
Forfeitures were reſcinded. „„ 
The whole | EFate of Burgh, who were 
Members of that Convention, were choſen in ſuch 
a manner as was never before heard of or 
known in Scotland, entirely different from what 
our Law and Practice did dirett. For the P. 
of O. ordered the Burghs in particular and ex- 
preſiy to chuſe each its Commiſſioner by the Pole; 
and they were accordingly choſen by the Mob, 
who choſe any Body they were directed to 
chuſe, who they were told wou'd be favourable 
to His. Interet who had inveſted them with 
a new Power they never had before, and were 
fond of. This, however neceſſary ſome then 
thought it, cannot be deny'd to have been a 
plain Breaking in upon our ConsTiTUTION, IR 
a Matter of great Importance, and a Mani fegt 


Violation of all our then Standing Laws and Cu- 
| SFoms 
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Komt in ſuch Fle®ions, and ſuch as even the 


King con'd not have made, at leaſt without a 
Parliament. | 9 33 


When the Convention met they choſe their 
Preſident ; and when a Letter was offered 


them from the King, they refus'd to allow it to 


be read, till they had firſt declared themſelves 


FREE; which they did, and then read it, but 
did not regard it. One of the firſt things 


they did after this, was to vote Epi ſcopacy 4 
— 5 | WT, 

Another thing they did very early was to 
lay aſide the Lords of the Articles, till then ever 


thought an Eſſential Part of our Parliamentary 
Conſtitut io. 3 y 


Then they went on to forfeir the King in 
Abſence; which they did, and then offered the 
Crown and Government to the P. of O. by this 
time made K. of Ez—d : And he did moſt gra- 
ciouſly accept of their Or. And as they had 
Created him their , ſo in return, for he 
wou'd not be ſhort of them. in Civility, he Crea- 


ted them his Fir, and indeed his Only Parlia- 


ment; being ſo fond of them, that he con- 
tinued them all his Life, and alſo took 
care they ſhon'd onr-live himſelf Six Months; 
which they did: So that the Laſt Seſſions of the 
Revolution-Convention-Parliament, choſen in the 
Manner I have told you, did ſu and do Buſineſs 
ſince this Queen came to the Throne. 

So ſoon as he had made them a Parliament, 
he and they agreed to confirm all that they had 


done as a Convention. Then Prelacy was aboliſn- 


e4, and the Biſhops no more look'd upon as a 
Part of the CodNsriruriox: But they did not 
pretend Epiſcopacy was Sinful; only, they ſaid it 


was not agreeable to the Tnclinations of the Peo- 


1 FI 
ple; the Meaning of which was, they did not 
lite it, and had a mind to poſſeſs themſelves 
of the Biſhops Power, Lands, and Revenues: And 
they did not ſo much as ofer to keep the 
Biſhops in their Poſfs upon any Terms whatſoe- 


ver; ſo that they never had an Opportunity of 


declaring their Favour or Diſtite to the Revolu- 
tion, as Biſhops in Parliament. And that they 
might not loſe the Name of Three Eſtates of 
Parliament, tho* the Biſhops were turn'd out, 
they called the Lay Nobility the Fir## Eſtate, the 
Leſſer Barons the Second, and the Burghs. the 


Third, as formerly. 


Upon this Noble Foundation of the Inclinations 
of the People Presbytery was then eſtabliſbed, and 
all the many Cruel and Barbarous Hardſhips com- 
mitted by the Rabble in ſome Weſtern Shires, 
where Presbytery had, and has ſtill the greateſt 
Hold, upon the Bodies and Goods of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy were confirmed by Act of Parliament, 
without allowing them even what they had la- 
boured for, before they were turn'd out of their 
Livings and Cures : Nor did the Parliament 


take any care, how either the Biſhops, or the 


Abdicated Clergy, or their Families, ſhou'd ſubſift. 
Our Firſt Reformers did otherwiſe; for they al- 
low'd the Popiſh Biſhops a handſome Maintenance 
for their Lives; but the Modern Revolution. Pres- 
byterians know the Value of Money too well to 
art with it willingly. | x 
Then Presbyterian Fudicatories were erected, ve- 


ry near of Kin to the Spaniſh Inquiſition, before 


which it has always been Crime enough to in- 
fer Deprivation, if one is Epiſcopal. 

Then follow'd the War in the Fighlands : 
And after the Death of the Viſcount of Dundee, 


and ſome other Fraitleſs Attempts in favour of 


| King 
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King Famer, the Highlanders at laſt laid down 
their Arms, and ſwore Allegiance to K. V. And 


ſuch of them as had been in Arms againſt him 


by Articles, came under his Protection; amongſt 
which were the People of Glencoe, who had 
Protections ſign d, and delivered to them by Au- 
thority, to ſecure their Safety; which notwith- 
ſtanding, - Et | . 


Then followed the Famous MAssAcRE of 


GLENCOE; in which however not near ſb mas 
ny were murthered as were delign'd for Slaugh- 
ter, Providence favouring them with a Hard Sea- 
ſon, in which many of them eſcaped. This 
MassackRE had no Foundation in our Law, as 
was found by that Seſſion of the Parliament which 


fat in the Year 1695, which declared it a 


BaRrBakous MURTHER: But neither the Contri- 
vers nor the Executioners were puniſhed. 

Then came on the Afair of Darien, which 
being a Buſineſs of Trade, and not agreeable 
to the Dutch, nor to thoſe in the Dutch Intereſt 
in the Councils of K. V. the Scots were diſcouraged 


and diſappointed : For in that whole Affair, K. 


W. was pleas'd to act more like STATEHOLDER 
of HoLiLanD than K. of ScotLanpD; for he 


forbad Wood and Water to all Scorch Subjects in the 


West Indies, tho? never known to be deny'd to 
Jem or Turk. . 
After ward came on the Union; by which 


our Nobility have not near ſo Extenſive Privi- 


leges as they had before it; and indeed we, the 


People, who were at that time our of Doors, 


were ſuch Fools as to fancy, the Parliament 
which made the Union, had not Power enough to 
make ſuch Great and Material Alterations in our 
ConsTiTOUT1ON, eſpecially, conſidering we were 
then perſuaded alſo that 3 Parrs of 4 of the Na; 
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tien were againft it: Nor did we then believe it 
was in the Power of the Nobility to relinquiſh their 
Hereditary Privileges and Birth. rights upon any Con- 
ſideration, or for any Sum or EqQuivaLent, ſo ig- 
norant were we; but we ſoon were undeceived, 
and found we judged wrong. „ 
We that were not Members of that Parliament 
which made the Union, were then under another 
great Miſtate: For we had got a Notion that in 
the Union there was a STIPULAT1ON, and that all 
the Articles of Union were to remain juſt as they 
were then agreed to; but in this we have like- 
wiſe ſince ſeen our Make, in ſeveral Inſtances ; 
as in the Laws of Treaſon, in the Management of 
our Courts of Fuſtice, particularly that which we 
call the Juſtice Court; the Power of which is taken 
away in effect by Commiſſions of Oyer and Terminer. 
We were alſo miſtaken about the Communication 
and Increaſe of Trade; by which we fancy'd we 
 wou'd ſoon become very R:ch. | | 
And we were as much miſtaken about Taxes 
as any one thing, for we had the oh to think a 
Britiſh Parliament wou'd no more have tax'd our 
Linnen, than the Engliſh Moollen Cloth. 
only mention theſe things, to ſnew you how 
little we poor Out-lyers know of Politicks, in Com- 
pariſon of thoſe who are admitted into the Se- 
cret of Affairs. However, I hope all that comes to 
paſs, happens for the beſt. 
And now, SIR, [ have given you what I pro- 
miſs'd you at the beginning of my Letter, à 
ſhort Hiſtory of facts wherein our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances in Scotland differ from what they were 
before the Revolution, and which ſome Old Faſhi- 
oned People have thought fit to call by the uglx 


words of a Torar SuzveRSiON. And now | beg 


Leave to ſum up what 1 have ſaid, and | think all 
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the Material Alterations of our Coxsriruriox 


by the REVOLUTION, are Reduceable to theſe 
following heads. „% | 
I. Our Ancient HereDitary MONARCH 
was made ErLzcrtivs upon the Forfeiture of King 
James the VII. 1 VV 1 
II. One Intire Eſtate of Parliament, and that 
the firſt 55 was N a 2 
III. Epi ſcopary was Aboliſh'd and Presbytery was 
Eftabliſh.d s 16. the Inclinations of the art tho? 
not the 4th Part of the People of Scotland were 
then Presbyterian; And the Epiſcopal Clergy were 
Depriv'd of their PRoyeRTY and ſent a grazing, 
without ſo much as any Crime Alledg'd againſt 
them, and without any Equivalent given them for 


their PROPERT x. | | one 
IV. The Method of Electing the whole Third 


Eſtate of Parliament, was altered, by a Foreign 


Prince without an Act of Parliament. | 
V. A Convention Which when duely ſummoned 
by the Crows, and by our Lam, cou'd not medale in 


any Buſineſs but Taxes, Forfeited an HEREDITARY 


RING in PossxsS1ON and gave the Crown to a 
Stranger, and Chang d the whole Government, Mi- 
niſtry and Adminiſtration. PL | 
VI. A Parliament Continued to Sit and Act 
for many Tears, without ever being Summoned as 
a Parliament, but only TRANSUBSTANTIATED 
from a Convention, Called as above. 
VII. Putting Subjects to Death after they had 
ſworn Allegiance, and who had Sign'd Protections 


in their Pockers from the Government, by way of 


MILITARY ExECUTrION, without Legal Tryal 


was then firſt Introduc'd. 


\ 


VIII. The Firit Inftance of a King's Prohibiting 

Wood and Water to be given to People he own'd 

for Subjects, and that own'd him to be heir King, 
| EE = e 
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* 1> theſe Subjefts ſhou'd enlarge their Trade, up- 


on the foot of an Af of Parliament Solemnly 
given them by Himſelf, Appear'd in the Aﬀair 
Ff Darien, which Coſt Scotlayd a very great Sum 
of Money &c. And which if they had got leave 
to go on with, might have given the Spaniſh Weſt 
Indies to England a good while ago, but this 
 wou'd have Anger'd the Dutch. 
IX. By the Union the Parliament of Scotland 
is gone and Exringniſhed, And the Repreſentation 
of Seotland, in the Parliament of Britain, is in the 
Houſe of Commons, but One ſingle Member more 
than the County of Cornwal ſends alone, and 
There are but Sixteen Peers, allow'd to ſit in the 
Houſe of Peers. of 
_ Theſel take to be the moſt Material Altera- 
tions, and I have Expreſs'd them in as little Com- 
1 24 as I can: And 1 am ſure I have kept my 
Word in making no Commentary nor Obſervati- 
ons upon them, and have only ſet down plain facts. 
And now I beg leave to ſay that it ſome E- 
pi ſcopal People in Scotland be leſs Paſſionately fond 
of the Revolution, or not ſo mighty well affeFed 
to it as many of their good Friends in England 
wiſh they were. Will not the Treatment they 
met with from and under the Revolution make 
their Apology in ſome Meaſure ? If this were the 
Caſe of the Engliſh Clergy, how wou'd they like 


it? Eſpecially fince they have never in the Leaſt 


given any Diſturbance to even their Perſecutors 


$ and Dewourers the Presbyterians, far leſs ſtill to the 


Government under which by Principle they live 
Peaceably and Quietly. And tho' their Conſciences 
be ſomewhat more Scrupulous then ſome wiſh they 

| were, yet ſurely they are no Worſe than Jews, 
who in the Publick Courts are not ſworn upon 
the Goſpels but upon the Law of Moſes, and who 
have 
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